INTRODUCTION
Brachylepis nervosa Wight and Arnot is a fairly stout climbing shrub, pubescent on the young parts. All parts of the plant like root, stem and leaves yield a milk juice or latex. The plant is indigenous to ills of the Nilgiris and distribuioin1 is restricted to Wellington and kothagiri. Preliminary pharmacological screening results for the entire plant is reported2 from our laboratory.
A survey of the literature revealed no report on leaves and stems. Hence it was taken up for phytochemical investigation.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The plant specimens of Brachylepis nervosa, Wight and Arnot, were collected from Wellington, located in the nilgiri district of Tamil Nadu. The plant was subjected to identification and authentication by the field botanist, "Survey of Medicinal plants and collection unit, Govt. of India, Ootacamund". Herberia were made and their voucher specimens were kept in pharmacognosy museum of the college for future reference.
40 mesh powder was separately prepared from the shade dried roots and stems of Brachylepis nervosa, Wight and Arnot. Phytochemical studies were attempted as per the recommended methods.
Results and discussion I) Quantitative Microscopy
The results of vital leaf quantitative microscopic indices are sown as below: Table -I. V) Microchemical test were performed on the crude leaf and stem powders using different chemical reagents under ordinary light6 and the results are given in Table -II. VI) Preliminary phytochemical studytwenty grams of leaf and stem powders were extracted separately in soxhlet apparatus with 80% alcohol and the alcoholic extracts were screened for the identification of phytochemical constituents and the results are given in Table -III. VII) Leaves and stems were successively extracted with petroleum ether, chloroform and alcohol and these extracts were resolved on TLC using silica gel G (Merck) as stationary phase. The results of the TLC studies of the various extracts are entered in Table - 
